
Kentucky, Tennessee and North Carolina

Description

10-Day Kentucky â?? Tennessee â?? North
Carolina Glamping Adventure

Day 1â??2: Lexington / Red River Gorge, Kentucky

Theme: Horse country + dramatic sandstone wilderness

Fly into Lexington

Day 1

Tour horse farms
Wander downtown Lexington
Bourbon tasting if desired
Nice dinner in the historic district
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Day 2

Drive to Red River Gorge

This is one of the most underrated outdoor areas in America:

natural sandstone arches
cliff overlooks
forest hollows
excellent hiking

Why it works for glamping:
This area screams boutique cabins / elevated canvas tents.

Think:

cedar hot tubs
forest decks
lantern-lit pathways

Stay:
Luxury cabin or upscale tent near Slade.

Day 3: Mammoth Cave Region
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Drive west to Mammoth Cave National Park
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Massive change in scenery:

karst landscapes
hidden rivers
cave systems
quiet woods

Do:

cave tour
canoeing
easy hikes

Glamping insight:
This is more family adventure tourism than romance luxuryâ??but strong potential.

Day 4â??5: Nashville + Tennessee Countryside
Drive to Nashville

Nashville day

Broadway
Country Music Hall of Fame
rooftop dinner

Then escape the city.

Stay in countryside 45â??90 minutes outside Nashville:

Leipers Fork area
wooded boutique cabin
luxury farm stay

This gives:
urban + retreat pairing

Good business lesson:
A glamping resort near a major metro can print money if positioned right.

Day 6â??7: Chattanooga
Drive to Chattanooga
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This city punches way above its weight.

Do:

Lookout Mountain
Rock City
Ruby Falls
Tennessee River waterfront
great food scene

Nearby scenery:

cliffs
waterfalls
hardwood forests

Resort scouting angle:
Strong. Very strong.

Less saturated than Gatlinburg.

Day 8â??9: Smoky Mountains
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Drive into:
Great Smoky Mountains National Park

Base options:

Townsend (quiet side)
Gatlinburg (touristy chaos)
Bryson City (more authentic)
Cherokee

Best glamping experience:
Townsend or Bryson City

Do:

Cades Cove
mountain drives
elk spotting
river tubing
scenic overlooks

This is probably the most obvious glamping market in the Southeast.

But:
competition is fierce.

Day 10â??11: Asheville / Blue Ridge North
Carolina
Drive to Asheville

This is luxury mountain glamping central.

Do:

Blue Ridge Parkway
Biltmore exterior grounds
breweries
art district
waterfalls

Nearby mountain towns:

Black Mountain
Hendersonville
Brevard
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This region is gorgeous.

Glamping customers here pay for:

soaking tubs
mountain views
curated interiors
wellness packages

If your future resort is meant to be upscale, this market is the benchmark.

Optional Add-On (Highly Recommended)

Nantahala / Bryson City

Instead of extra Asheville time:

Go west to:
Bryson City

Do:

Nantahala Gorge
rafting
train ride
mountain sunsets

This area feels more adventurous and less polished.

Potential resort vibe:
luxury explorer lodge

Rough Route
Lexington â?? Red River Gorge â?? Mammoth Cave â?? Nashville â?? Chattanooga â?? Smokies â??
Bryson City â?? Asheville

Approx:
1,100â??1,300 road miles

Comfortable for 10â??11 days.
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Best Glamping Scouting Targets (if thatâ??s
secretly the mission ð???)
Highest Revenue Potential

1. Asheville / Blue Ridge
2. Smokies / Townsend
3. Chattanooga outskirts

Most Underrated

1. Red River Gorge
2. Bryson City
3. Kentucky horse country

Least Competition

1. Red River Gorge
2. Chattanooga region
3. Mammoth Cave outskirts

My instinct for your resort dream?

Red River Gorge if you want â??discoverable hidden gem.â?•
Chattanooga outskirts if you want growth + accessibility.
Western North Carolina if you want premium luxury positioning.

Want me to turn this into a full visual day-by-day itinerary with photos like the Michigan one?

Can you include one picture for each?

Absolutely. Hereâ??s a visual scouting version of the routeâ??one image for each major stop.
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Kentucky â?? Tennessee â?? North Carolina
Glamping Scout Loop

1) Red River Gorge

Vibe: Hidden-gem adventure luxury

Why this is compelling:

Stunning sandstone cliffs and arches
Forest seclusion
Feels â??discovered,â?• not overbuilt
Strong boutique glamping energy

Resort concept fit:
â??Luxury wilderness escapeâ?•

Best for:

couples
hikers
weekend getaways from Cincinnati/Lexington/Louisville

2) Mammoth Cave National Park

Vibe: Family adventure / eco tourism

Strengths:

iconic national park draw
caves + river recreation
broad age appeal

Less ideal if you want ultra-luxury romance.

Better for:

safari tents
family glamping villages
educational eco experiences

3) Nashville
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Vibe: Music city + luxury retreat pairing

Not necessarily in Nashville.

The play here:
Build within 45â??90 minutes.

Appeal:
â??Spend Friday in the city, disappear to luxury in the woods Saturday.â?•

Strong market because:

major airport
year-round tourism
affluent weekend crowd

4) Chattanooga

Vibe: Outdoor adventure with less competition

This might be the sleeper pick.

Why:

cliffs
waterfalls
riverfront city
climbing/hiking culture

Business angle:
Potentially less saturated than Smokies while still being highly desirable.

This one really intrigues me.

5) Great Smoky Mountains National Park

Vibe: Massive demand / intense competition

Pros:

endless tourism
mountain beauty
strong occupancy potential

Cons:
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everyone already knows this
lots of competitors
some areas feel over-commercialized

Best sub-areas:

Townsend
Bryson City
quieter NC side

Avoid if you hate tourist chaos:
Gatlinburg/Pigeon Forge.

6) Asheville

Vibe: Premium mountain luxury

This is where people pay for:

soaking tubs
designer interiors
spa packages
curated experiences
mountain views

Benchmark market for upscale glamping.

If your vision is:
â??Aman meets mountains meets canvasâ?•
this is your inspiration zone.

My Ranking for YOUR Future Resort Dream
Best Hidden Opportunity

ð?¥? Chattanooga outskirts
ð?¥? Red River Gorge
ð?¥? Bryson City

Highest Luxury Potential

ð?¥? Asheville region
ð?¥? Smoky Mountains quiet side
ð?¥? Tennessee hill country
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Most likely to be overbuilt

ð?¥? Gatlinburg/Pigeon Forge
ð?¥? Asheville immediate core

If we do Phase 2, I can build this into a full 10-day drive itinerary with actual glamping properties at
each stop so you can compare the competition firsthand.

sure

Excellent. Letâ??s make this a real glamping reconnaissance tripâ??the kind where you enjoy it and
come back with a much sharper instinct for what your own 2028 resort should be.

10-Day Glamping Recon Loop
Kentucky â?? Tennessee â?? North Carolina

Goal:
Experience different glamping business models:

hidden gem wilderness
adventure/family
metro escape
mountain luxury
premium destination

DAY 1â??2

Red River Gorge, Kentucky

Red River Gorge

Stay style:
Luxury cabin / upscale tent

Look for:

hot tubs
elevated decks
forest privacy
fire pits
romantic positioning
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Activities:

Natural Bridge hike
Sky Bridge
Nada Tunnel drive
sunset overlook

Business scouting questions
Ask yourself:

Does this area feel destination-worthy?
Enough dining nearby?
How isolated is too isolated?

Why this matters:
This is your â??hidden gem wilderness retreatâ?• test case.

Drive next day:
~4.5 hours

DAY 3

Mammoth Cave Region

Mammoth Cave National Park

Stay style:
Safari tent / eco lodge

Activities:

cave tour
Green River paddle
scenic backroads

Observe:
This market skews:

families
road trippers
educational tourism

Business takeaway:
Different customer than romantic glamping.
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Drive:
~2 hours to Nashville outskirts

DAY 4

Nashville Escape Concept

Nashville

Stay outside city:
Leiperâ??s Fork / Franklin countryside

Concept:
â??Luxury woods retreat for city people.â?•

Activities:

brunch in Nashville
Broadway if desired
retreat to woods by evening

Study:

pricing
occupancy assumptions
how much convenience matters

This is a very scalable model.

Drive next:
~2.5 hours

DAY 5â??6

Chattanooga

Chattanooga

Stay:
boutique cabin / treetop lodging

Activities:
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Lookout Mountain
riverfront
Rock City
Cloudland Canyon nearby

Business angle:
This is your dark horse.

Potential strengths:
â?? destination city
â?? adventure tourism
â?? less ridiculous saturation than Smokies

Drive:
~3 hours

DAY 7â??8

Smokies (Quiet Side)

Great Smoky Mountains National Park

Base:
Townsend OR Bryson City

Skip:
Gatlinburg unless you specifically want competitor overload analysis.

Activities:

scenic drives
river time
mountain overlooks
elk spotting

Business scouting:
This teaches:
â??What does a fully mature glamping tourism market look like?â?•

Watch for:

pricing insanity
occupancy clues
amenity expectations
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DAY 9â??10

Asheville / Blue Ridge

Asheville

Stay:
High-end glamping property

Must-have amenities to observe:

soaking tubs
outdoor showers
premium linens
aesthetic interiors
wellness branding
curated guest experiences

Activities:

Blue Ridge Parkway
waterfalls
Black Mountain
Brevard

This is your benchmark luxury market.

ONE PICTURE FOR EACH STOP
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Honest scouting ranking

If YOU wanted to build tomorrow:

My top 3

1. Chattanooga outskirts
Best blend:

accessibility
scenery
tourism
less saturation

2. Red River Gorge
Fantastic hidden gem energy.

Could become iconic if done right.

3. Bryson City
Adventure-luxury sweet spot.

If you want the really useful next version, I can turn this into actual specific glamping properties at
each stop with nightly price ranges, so you can compare competitors like an investor.

Date Created
May 21, 2026
Author
jsde
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